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Los Padres Chapter Executive Com
JON ZIV

I am one of the best candidates
for the Los Padres Chapter Execu-
tive Committee because of my
extensive environmental advocacy
and effectiveness:

• I have been serving as Execu-
tive Committee member of the Sespe
Group for the last several years;

• My wife and I are life mem-
bers of the Sierra Club;

• I have been very involved in
environmental affairs for over 27
years;

• Was a core charter member of
the Ventura County SOAR, hosting
the first west county SOAR fund-
raiser over ten years ago;

• Was beautification chair for
Agoura-Las Virgenes C of C help-
ing win approval of LA County’s
Oak Tree Preservation ordinance;

• Worked behind the scenes with
key players to strategize the sale of
277 acres of Ormond Beach wet-
lands habitat by an initially unwill-
ing Metropolitan Water District and
the City of Oxnard to the California
Coastal Conservancy;

• Helped form the environmen-
tal advocacy group, Habitat for
Hollywood Beach and serve as its
president.

• Currently serve a publicly
elected office as Vice-President of
the Channel Islands Beach Commu-
nity Services District,

• Former member of the Ventura
County Democrat Central Commit-
tee, I championed a Ventura County
environmental resolution adopted
by the state Democratic Environ-
mental Caucus,

• Have worked closely with
local State Senators, Assembly
members and Board of Supervisors.

• Organized, together with Sierra
Club lobbyists, a successful Sacra-
mento cross-party coalition to block

funding of an environmentally dam-
aging state project in Ventura County.

• An Eagle Scout at 15 years old,
I came from a family of three broth-
ers, all earning Eagle Scout and am
anxiously anticipating my son’s up-
coming Eagle Scout Ceremony. My
family has a long tradition of camp-
ing, hiking and appreciation of the
outdoors. 

As you can clearly see, I have
experience in many aspects helpful
to the Sierra Club.

If elected I will continue the fine
efforts taken to date by the Los Padres
Chapter by overseeing budget matters
to make sure your dues money is
being prudently administered. I will
also encourage use of technology to
ensure that communications are as
open and efficient as possible and sup-
port groups in their regional efforts to
address local issues.

Please help by voting for me, as
well as for Trevor Smith, Mike
Stubblefield and Joy Kobayashi.
The four of us have a proven record
of environmental leadership. You
may recognize one or all of our
names because of our active roles in
various environmental endeavors
(please see each candidates’ state-
ments.) The other candidates who
are running in this race have no his-
tory of local environmental work.

MICHAEL STUBBLEFIELD
I’m running for re-election to the

Los Padres Chapter ExCom and I’m
currently the Vice-Chair. 

As the Air Quality Chair for the
last decade, I have been involved in
numerous efforts, including:

• Member of a task force that
helped the Ventura County Air Pol-
lution Control District (APCD) write
the 1990 and 1994 air quality plans.

• Worked on Project XL Stake-
holders Group, which monitored
Imation’s emissions (Camarillo) as

one of EPA’s prototypes in develop-
ing innovative systems.

The recovery system was so suc-
cessful that it elevated Imation to
one of the cleanest firms locally,
and it donated enough emissions
credits to provide a million dollars
for a Clean Air Fund of which I am
currently the Chair.

• Have served on Ventura
County’s APCD Variance Hearing
Board for six years.

• I successfully represented the
Sierra Club in a contentious fight
against Pacific Vehicle Processors,
which wanted to expand its opera-
tion adjacent to Ormond Beach. 

• Am an active member of the
Chapter’s LNG Task Force in its
fight against Cabrillo Port, a pro-
posal to float an LNG platform off
Oxnard’s shores. This environmental
monstrosity is the brainchild of BHP
Billiton, which has one of the worst
environmental records worldwide.

I joined with the Environmental
Defense Center in arguing what
might be the coup de grâce—per-
suading county supervisors to insist
that the offshore project meets the
same stringent standards as if it
were placed onshore. It could be the
turning point against the project.

• I am currently working to stop a
giant KB Homes development in
Simi’s Runkle Canyon. The site has
high levels of strontium-90 and if
the soil is stirred up, it could give
folks a serious case of lung cancer.

• I persuaded the ExCom to join
local politicians in demanding that
Boeing release ALL records docu-
menting what pollution and poisons
were left in the Santa Susana Moun-
tains during its 40-plus years of
operation. 

Rocketdyne ran a field lab until
the 1980s and it built 10 experimen-
tal nuclear reactors, an open sodium
burn pit and manufactured weapons

grade uranium and plutonium. We
don’t yet know what else went on
there because Boeing and Rocket-
dyne aren’t talking. 

If re-elected I will continue to
work on these and other issues that
threaten our air quality. 

And, please, I’m also asking you to
vote for my colleagues Joy
Kobayashi, Trevor Smith and Jon Ziv.

Feel free to email me for a more
detailed statement on the above
issues: motodata@adelphia.net.

TREVOR SMITH
I have spent much of the last

decade crusading for the protection
of coastal wetlands habitat, migra-
tory animals and water quality. 

I have been involved with pro-
tecting snowy plover and least tern
nesting areas at Ormond and Holly-
wood beaches. I have helped protect
the Channel Islands Harbor heron
rookery since 2000 when I discov-
ered plans for a boating center that
would encroach on the nest trees.

Our group, Habitat for Hollywood
Beach, gained the attention and sup-
port of Mark Massara (Sierra Club
Coastal Director) when he saw us
testifying at a California Coastal
Commission hearing in San Diego. I
gave Mark my notes and ten minutes
later he was speaking on our behalf.

Two years ago I volunteered to
act as chair of the LNG Task Force.
We received aid and support from
national and state Sierra Club
sources. We held monthly meetings
for up to one hundred concerned cit-
izens. We held several rallies that
attracted many elected officials that
came to our support. I flew to Sacra-
mento with a contingent of Sierra
club members and met with State
agencies officials concerning LNG.

I have served as a neighborhood
chair for the Channel Islands Water-
front Homeowners Association for

two years. Our main function is to
protect the water quality of the inter
coastal waterway. I participate in a
water quality task force concerning
the storm drain system that flows
into the Channel Islands Harbor.

Due to our request, Ventura
County is helping the city of
Oxnard to install a “Fresh Creek
Storm Drain Filter.” 

I was elected a vice chair of the
Oxnard Inter-Neighborhood Council
which holds a monthly televised
meeting for approximately 50 neigh-
borhoods. I make a monthly report
on Ormond Beach and LNG. I also
voice support for local environmen-
tal protection and support the efforts
of others.

I would like to continue as an
ExCom member so that I can be
instrumental in bringing environ-
mental issues to the club for action. 

Although I live in Oxnard, I have
an appreciation for Santa Barbara
County. I have surfed many beauti-
ful spots in Santa Barbara, includ-
ing Point Conception.

RICK SKILLIN
I would like to run for Los

Padres Chapter ExCom one more
time.

As your chapter chair for ten
years, we have done important
work in preserving, restoring and
enhancing the environment.

We are working on saving the
Gaviota coast, stopping offshore oil
and LNG development, pesticide
reform, electing pro-environmental
lawmakers, certifying hike leaders,
preserving wildlands and adding on
to wilderness areas. The list goes on.

Our budget is strong and stable,
our membership is growing, and we
have been helped by national staff
in educating our members and the
public on important issues.

Thanks for your vote.

Santa Barbara ExCom is also contested . . . 

Santa Barbara Group
Executive Committee Ballot

Only Santa Barbara Group members may vote for the candidates below.

A second box is provided for households with dual memberships 

who get only one Condor Call. 

Send in your ballots by Dec. 31 to:
Santa Barbara Group Sierra Club

300 E. Canon Perdido, B-1, Santa Barbara, CA 93101

Vote for no more than four (4)
1st member 2nd member

Tony Biegen ❑ ❑

Carolyn Cogan ❑ ❑

Fran Farina ❑ ❑

Lynn Kirst ❑ ❑

Dorothy Littlejohn ❑ ❑
(Petition Candidate)

Write-in candidate if desired __________________________________

You must copy your membership number(s) from mailing label or
membership card:
__________________________________________________________________
(Number is only to ensure a valid confidential vote; it will not be tied to your name)

SANTA BARBARA GROUP ONLY VOTES

DOROTHY LITTLEJOHN
When I moved here to Santa Bar-

bara in the late ’70s, I heard about
the Sierra Club when I volunteered
with the Community Environmental
Center on some recycling projects.

SUNRAE, a new non-profit
focusing on solar energy, hired me to
organize their library. That’s when I

really became familiar with the
Sierra Club and all their various pro-
jects on energy and the environment.

Working with the Community
Action Commission in the ’80s, we
built and installed solar water heaters
for low income families and weather-
ized their homes. My next job was
conducting energy audits in homes
and businesses, and recommending

ways to save or reduce fuels.
The Reagan era did away with the

incentive programs for reducing the
use of fuels, but I realized by then
how important the use or misuse of
fuels is to our planet and our society.

If I am elected I will continue to
promote sustainable use of fuels,
which I also practice by riding a
bike for transportation and driving
my “veggie mobile” (runs on waste
vegetable oil) when I need a car
around town. I would also like to
promote more communication with
the membership base, especially to
find out if members would like to
participate in more issues and activ-
ities on topics they find interesting.

Trail use is another of my favorite
topics. I favor trail use for all users.
The more of us there are to use and
appreciate the trails responsibly, the
more there are of us to protect and
preserve the environment. 

I have recently began a New
Trails Committee, not currently
associated with any organization.
We will be continuing the work
begun by others to find new trails
and open old ones where possible.

I would also like to see the elimi-
nation of the current practice of
“secret (closed) sessions” in the
Executive Committee. I feel we
should be open, inclusive and invit-
ing of our members.

Feel free to contact me with any
questions or concerns you might
have at 962-8415 or email: dlittlejohn1
@cox.net

LYNN P. KIRST
As a lifelong equestrian, hiker, and

fourth generation Californian, I have

a strong sense of history and appreci-
ation for our local environment.

I have over 20 years of profes-
sional experience with non-profit
organizations—as a staff member,
consultant, and volunteer—special-
izing in the areas of fundraising,
administration, education, travel
and community relations.

My clients have included the
Smithsonian Institution, San Diego
Natural History Museum, Santa
Barbara Botanic Garden, Santa Bar-
bara Museum of Natural History,
Santa Barbara Trust for Historic
Preservation, and Museum of
Northern Arizona.

For the last year, I have written the
“Trail Talk” column for the Mon-
tecito Journal, focusing on a variety
of environmental and trail-related
topics. Recent articles have high-
lighted the late Sierra Club board
member and famed photographer
Eliot Porter, environmental activist
Dick Smith and the wilderness area
named for him, botanical artist Albert
Valentien, Great Sand Dunes
National Park, and trail safety issues.

I am an active member of Los
Padres Trail Riders, Lompoc Valley
Riders, Lotusland Foundation, Mon-
tecito Trails Foundation, Pearl Chase
Society, Santa Barbara Botanic Gar-
den, Santa Barbara Museum of Nat-
ural History, Santa Barbara Trails
Council, Santa Barbara Trust for His-
toric Preservation, The Westerners,
and the Wildling Museum.

I earned a bachelor’s degree in Art
History at the University of Southern
California, and a Graduate Certifi-
cate in Historic Preservation at the
USC School of Architecture. I advo-

cate the preservation of our historic
built environment, including adap-
tive re-use of existing structures, as a
way to stem urban sprawl from
encroaching on our open space.

I look forward to bringing my
skills and enthusiasm for the natural
world to the Santa Barbara Group.

FRAN FARINA
Two years ago, you elected me to

the Santa Barbara Group’s Execu-
tive Committee. I am honored to be
nominated for a second term. 

I currently serve as Vice-Chair and
have supported our efforts to provide
informational programs, new member
events and social activities. We need
to continue these outreach efforts and
raise our visibility in the community.

One area of special interest to me
has been working on our political
endorsements. The process is very
time-consuming. Questionnaires must
be prepared, interviews conducted,
and ultimately endorsements made. 

Having been a former elected com-
mittee member who served on my
party’s steering committee in Miami-
Dade County, I know how coveted the
Sierra Club endorsement is.

I have also represented the Santa
Barbara Group addressing several
development issues including the
San Marcos Foothills alternative,
extension of oil leases off Ellwood,
and acquisition of additional land
along the Gaviota Coast. Participat-
ing as Sierra Club’s representative
has been personally rewarding. I
have relied heavily on my legal
experience in land use approval and
litigation to evaluate proposals. 

Our outings program is outstand-



December 2006/January 2007 – Condor Call • 5

JOY KOBAYASHI
I am one of the best candidates

for the Los Padres Chapter Execu-
tive Committee because:

• I have been a Sierra Club
member since 1990;

• I have been on the Sespe
Group executive committee since
1992 and served 10 years as its
Chair;

• I have been on the Los Padres
Chapter Executive Committee for
seven years and served one year as
its Chair;

• I have served as the Political
Chair of the Sespe Group for 12
years and the Political Co-Chair of
the Los Padres Chapter for six
years;

• I am working on several con-
servation issues such as Ormond
Beach, SOAR and the Ventura Hill-
side Conservancy.

• I am active in political areas
such as endorsing local candidates
and initiatives,

• I have been a hike leader and
participant on many outings in the
Sespe, Conejo and Santa Barbara
Groups,

• I have attended Sierra Club
training for Chapter Chairs, Person-
nel Supervision, CPR and Angeles
Chapter Outings Leaders,

• I helped publish the Sespe
Group newsletter for 10 years.

As you can clearly see, I have
experience in nearly all aspects of
the Sierra Club. 

If elected I will continue the
excellent work of the Los Padres
Chapter by:

• Ensuring the long-term eco-
nomic health of the Chapter by pru-
dent spending of your donations,

• Bringing the Chapter into the
21st century by using technology
such as email and conference call-
ing and,

• Allowing the Groups more
freedom and autonomy when deal-
ing with local environmental issues.

Please help me by voting for me,
as well as Trevor Smith, Mike Stub-
blefield, and Jon Ziv. The four of us
have a proven record of local envi-
ronmental leadership.

You may recognize one or all of
our names because of our active
roles in various environmental en-
deavors (please see each candidates’
statements). The other candidates
who are running in this race have
either no history or very little his-
tory of local environmental work.

DAVID GOLD
No statement submitted but,

Attorney David Gold has been the
Los Padres Chapter’s Legal Chair
for many years.

He is usually in the background
of our many issues, but his legal
advice has always been excellent
and he has helped win many eco-
logical battles. Too, he often is the
voice of reason when personalities
clash.

FRAN FARINA
I’m a 32-year member of Sierra

Club, currently Vice-Chair of the
Santa Barbara Group. I’ve served as
the Group’s alternate representative
to the Chapter and now seek your
vote to become an elected at-large
member.

The Los Padres Chapter is gov-
erned by an Executive Committee
with 10 members, six of whom are
at-large and directly elected by the
membership. The current configura-
tion has four of those six from only
one group. We need a better bal-
ance.

I bring my experience as an attor-
ney dealing with water law and
complex environmental and land
use issues together with years of

public and volunteer service to
enhance Sierra Club’s participation
in local issues. 

I’ve been President of the Miami
Chapter of Zero Population Growth,
served as President of the Dade
County Women’s Political Caucus,
and was elected a Democratic Com-
mittee member who served on the
party’s County Steering Committee. 

Since moving to California, I’ve
been a Trustee for Friends of the
Sea Otter, a member of the Natural
Resources Committee for the Mon-
terey Peninsula League of Women
Voters, Vice President of the Mon-
terey County SPCA, and elected to
the Monterey Peninsula Water
Management District.

I currently serve on Santa Barbara
County’s Air Pollution Control Dis-
trict Community Advisory Council
representing the City of Goleta.

Nothing is more coveted than the
Sierra Club endorsement. I’ve
served the past two years on the
political committee evaluating can-
didates for public office. I now rep-
resent Sierra Club at Environmental
Coalition meetings dealing with
various oil issues in Santa Barbara
and Ventura Counties.

If you want Sierra Club to be
active in protecting the Gaviota
Coast, I need your vote. If you care
about reducing pollution and
encouraging energy alternatives, I
need your vote. If you want
thoughtful representation based on
experience, I need your vote.

ED EASTON
In the 1970s I started the Char-

lotte, N.C., Group of the LeConte
Chapter (N.C. & S.C.). After three
years I was elected Chapter Chair
and served for three years until
becoming Appalachian Regional
Vice President, where I served for
two years. 

For an additional 15 years I had a
staff position with the National
Wildlife Federation in Washington,
D.C., as Director of Leadership
Development and as Regional
Executive for the Caribbean. 

At the Federation, with grants
from the Pew Trusts and other
Foundations, I started the Institute
for Conservation Leadership and
led it as Executive Director for five
more years. 

I retired to Goleta in 2000 and
have been Conservation Chair of
the Santa Barbara Group for three
years, Vice-Chair for one year, and
Chair for one year. 

I have been a delegate and alter-
nate delegate from the Santa Bar-

bara Group to the Chapter ExCom
for three years. I supervise Erin Zel-
let, the Chapter’s Coordinator, and
have had the Club’s Fundraising,
Leader and Personnel Management
trainings. 

I believe the Los Padres Chapter
needs to step up to the 21st Century.
We are way behind many other
chapters and have allowed other
organizations to take the leadership
role, which in California has tradi-
tionally been the Sierra Club’s. 

The Chapter needs to help and
encourage our groups to become
stronger and more active. That will
mean training and commitment.
With strong active groups we can
be a strong and active Chapter.

Arguello Group
Executive Committee Ballot

Only Arguello Group members may vote for the candidates below.
A second box is provided for households with dual memberships 

who get only one Condor Call. 
(Note: there are no candidate statements for this group.)

Send in your ballots by Dec. 31 to:
Arguello Group Sierra Club

P.O. Box 333, Lompoc CA 93438
Vote for no more than ten (10)

1st member 2nd member

Rick Skillin ❑ ❑
Connie Geiger ❑ ❑
Doris Connor ❑ ❑
Jerry Connor ❑ ❑
Dean Thompson ❑ ❑
Ken Naylor ❑ ❑
Barry Weaver ❑ ❑
Rosemary Holmes ❑ ❑
Tamarah Taaffe ❑ ❑
Write-in candidate if desired __________________________________
You must copy your membership number(s) from mailing label or
membership card:
_________________________________________ 
(Number is only to ensure a valid confidential vote; it will not be tied to your name)

ARGUELLO GROUP ONLY VOTES

Los Padres Chapter
Executive Committee Ballot

All Los Padres Chapter members may vote for the candidates below.
A second box is provided for households with dual memberships 

who get only one Condor Call. 
Send in your ballots by Dec. 31 to:

Los Padres Chapter Sierra Club
P.O. Box 1210, Port Hueneme, CA 93044-1210

Vote for no more than four (4)
1st member 2nd member

Ed Easton ❑ ❑
Fran Farina ❑ ❑
David Gold ❑ ❑
Joy Kobayashi ❑ ❑
Rick Skillin ❑ ❑
Trevor Smith ❑ ❑
Mike Stubblefield ❑ ❑
John Ziv ❑ ❑

Write-in candidate if desired __________________________________
You must copy your membership number(s) from mailing label or
membership card:
__________________________________________________________________
(Number is only to ensure a valid confidential vote; it will not be tied to your name)

ALL GROUPS & MEMBERS VOTE

ing. We need the same kind of
energy for our conservation activi-
ties which will only be possible if
more members get involved.

We are over 2,700 strong, but we
need more of you helping. I ask for
your vote to continue this work and
encourage you to volunteer as well.

CAROLYN N. COGAN
Our community is beautiful today

only because so many in the past
were devoted to keeping it so. I am
committed to continuing this tradi-
tion and working as a member of the
Sierra Club to preserve, restore and
sustain our quality of life.

I am a retired educator, long-time
Sierra Club member and currently
the Secretary of the Santa Barbara
Group’s Executive Committee.

My interests, in addition to envi-
ronmental issues, include topics in
history and the arts.

TONY BIEGEN
I am currently a member of the

Executive Committee for the Santa
Barbara Group of the Sierra Club
and have been on the committee for
the past seven years.

I am also the Outings Chair for the
group and have been planning and
scheduling the group’s hikes for the
past seven years. I have participated
in or led about 600 hikes with the
group in the past eleven years or so.

This activity has given me a great
love of our most precious asset in
Santa Barbara, the open spaces in
the foothills and beyond in the Los
Padres National Forest. 

Our Outings program is designed
to get people out, away from civiliza-

tion and machines and show them
what is worth saving and why.

The Santa Barbara Group has
worked to help preserve the Gaviota
coast, limit development at Naples,
make streets more pedestrian and
bicycle friendly, and partnered with
other local conservation groups to
protect our local quality of life.

Your local group has accom-
plished a lot of good things and
plans to continue to do so. I’m proud
to have been a part of these efforts. 

Your vote is urgently needed to
ensure that this good work is contin-
ued and not diverted by special inter-
est groups seeking to bend the group
to their own self serving ends.

I urge you to vote for the individu-
als endorsed by the nominating com-
mittee to continue the Club’s good
work. I pledge to continue the good
work of the group and to resist efforts
by individuals and groups to divert
the Group from following through on
the Sierra Club’s national goals.

966-6622

Arguello Group has 
no candidate profiles

Chapter gets money
for recycling devices

The Los Padres Chapter has
teamed up with Phoneraiser and
Marborg Industries to recycle your
old or unused cell phones and other
electronic devices, which are turned
into cash for activists to work on
local environmental issues.

You can also recycle laptops and
inkjet cartridges (no chargers please). 

Phoneraiser campaigns are good
for our environment because all
collected cell phones and electronic

devices are either refurbished or
disposed of using only the most
ecologically sound methods.

The chapter encourages members
to help out by having a cell phone col-
lection box at your work, or turning in
your own and collecting from friends
and neighbors. Contact Erin at 965-
9719 or at 252-6547 for details. 

Bring the devices to the local
Sierra Club office at 300 E. Canon
Perdido St. Suite B1 in downtown

Santa Barbara or to Marborg at 136
Quarantina St. If no one is at the
club’s office, slip the devices
through the mail slot.

Why bother? Cell phones and
many other electronic devices con-
tain toxic substances such as arsenic,
lead, cadmium, and baryllium that
can pollute the air when burned in
incinerators and leach into soil and

drinking water when buried in land-
fills—one cell phone can contami-
nate 132,000 liters of water.

The U.S. has about 200 million
mobile phone users, and people
change their models almost as fast as
their ring tones—every 18 months.
That adds up to about 130 million
surplus cell phones per year weigh-
ing about 65,000 tons.

mittee election is contested this time
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